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Protecting the Egyptian vulture
in the Balkans: a never ending
battle against wildlife poisoning

— £ &
- g "'Q,
& > 1
— o A
o Y
=3

Elzbieta Kret
WF Greece/Society for the Protection of Biodiversity of Thrace

3

LIFE Egyptian vulture Project Final Conference, 19-21/9/2023,Matera,
Italy
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Wildlife poisoning in the Balkans P

|dentified as one of the most important conservation problems for scavenger
species, particularly for vultures.

Balkan Wildlife Poisoning Map
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Drivers & land users behind this practice o

v To kill predators (mainly large carnivores
but not only) that cause losses in
livestock, beehives, game or crops

v To kill working dogs (sheepdogs & hunting
dogs):

Land use conflicts

v Livestock breeders
v" Hunters

v' Beekeepers

v' Farmers

v To kill feral dogs v' Neighbours

v To control fox populations:
Predates on game
Creates problems during hunting dog training

v To solve personal disputes
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Egyptian vultures in the Balkans
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Around 50 Egyptian vultures were poisoned

Expert assessment of the priority to
mitigate three major anthropogenic
threats to EV along the Eastern

Mediterranean flyway

Country

Europe

Albania

North
Macedonia

Bulgaria

Greece

Poisoning | Electrocution/collision

Direct
persecution

1

3
2
3
3

1
2
1

Middle East

Turkey

Syria

Lebanon

Jordan

Saudi
Arabia
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Africa

Egypt

Ethiopia

Nigeria

1

Niger

1

Oppel et al




-

EEEEEEE

2 LIFE projects ot

2011-2016 The Return of the Neophron

n ENLOTPOPN
Tou

. .= Aonpondpn » The Balkan regional component: Bulgaria and Greece

Prevent the extinction of the Egyptian vulture in Bulgaria
LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152 | ANnd Greece by addressing the major threats for the species.

2017-2022 Egyptian Vulture New LIFE Project

=evprian > The Balkan regional component: Bulgaria, Greece, Albania,

" VULTURE North of Macedonia

> The Flyway component: the Middle East and Africa
LIFE16 NAT/BG/000874

Reinforce the easternmost European Egyptian Vulture population by delivering
urgent conservation measures by eliminating major known threats at breeding

grounds and along the flyway.




Eye opener! s

LIFE1S6 NAT/8G/00874

2/4/2013

New approach was needed!
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Multi-level approach

Prosecution




Monitoring actions - Knowledge & prosecution

Creation of an online Balkan Poison DB and map
Updated data on poison events in the Balkans
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DB maintained by NGOs — Aim to be managed by Ministry of Environment

Balkan Wildlife Poisoning Map
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Advocacy & policy actions - Knowledge,

prevention & deterrence, prosecution

Endorsement of Local Action Plans against Wildlife Poisoning at national

KATERA DN
LIFE16 NAT/BG/00874

level sets action protocols and distributes responsibilities among national and

local authorities (LAPs first approved in 2018 as MD - Upgraded to JMD in
2022).
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Advocacy & policy actions - Knowledge, . [l

prevention & deterrence, prosecution Lt iR

In 2021, the Minister of Environment and Water approved the “National Action
Plan to combat illegal use of poison in wild (2021-2030) developed by the BSPB.

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

Approved by Order No RD-795/02.08.2021

of the Minister of Environment and Water

NATIONAL ACTION PLAN TO COMBAT THE ILLEGAL USE OF POISONS
IN THE WILD

2021 -2030

Sofia, 2021




Enforcement actions - Knowledge, ¢ e
prevention & deterrence, prosecution

In 2014, creation & operation of 2 first Antipoison Dog Units in the Balkans




Period: 2014 - 2022

Patrols

Kilometers

Number of poison incidents
Poisoned animals

Poison baits



The use of poison baits affects both wildlife and

domestic animals

Poisoned animals
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2014-2021

Re-vulture LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901

* The Return of the Neophron
LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152

e LIFE Bonneli eastMed
LIFE17 NAT/GR/0005 14

* A.G. Leventis Foundation

* MAVA Foundation

presentationgo



Ministry of Environment and Energy-
Natural Environment & Climate

#p" Change Agency

presentationgo



Preventive and innovative actions - e
Prevention & deterrence

LIFE1S6 NAT/8G/00874

Testing of methods to reduce human-wildlife conflict due to predation
of livestock - Fight drivers behind the use of poison!

Distribution of local races of sheepdogs and creation of network of
breeders

Veterinary care of sheepdogs

Testing of two alternative predator deterrent methods (fladry fences
and foxlights)




Preventive actions - Prevention & deterrence y

Distribution of livestock guarding dogs (LGDs) and creation of network of
LGD breeders:

Greek races: Molossus of Epirus & Greek shepherd dog
All LGD microchipped and vaccinated

Vet care provided
131 dogs distributed



Preventive actions - Prevention & deterrence e
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LIFE16 NAT/BG/00874

Testing of fladry fences: 22 farms

Method used in US, Canada, etc against wolves
Never tried before in GR by livestock breeders (simple & turbo)
Fladry design improved to better adapt to Greek mountain conditions

Particularly useful for transhumant stockbreeders (temporality of method)
Monitored with trap cameras to check efficiency
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Preventive actions - Prevention & deterrence P

49 farms - foxi
Testing of foxlights: USRIV 52

Method first designed in Australia, proved efficient against many predators
Never tried before in GR by livestock breeders

Random flashes of light imitating human presence
Monitored with trap cameras to check efficiency




Preventive actions - Prevention & deterrence P T

LIFE16 NAT/BG/00874

Preliminary assessment of efficiency of fladry and foxlights:

-

O & 25°C 77°F 09/08/2021 23:39:56 0040 0223

Wolf activity

fladry foxlights
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Preventive actions - Prevention & deterrence

» Preliminary assessment of three methods based on questionnaires:

Are Greek breeds of LGD better?

No
0%

Comparison of methods based on answers to questionnaires

Installation | don't knl:mrf
5
Mot sure
13 18%
Yes
Recommend? Livestock adaptation 82%
2
1 a—Foxights
0 s Fla dry
s TUrbo fladry
Purchase? Efficiency against wolves contlnlul'e to USE'?
Use again?
Yes
T1%

| don't know)
Mot sure
25%
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Awareness actions > Prevention & deterrence P

Creation of networks of local stakeholders (land users and public bodies)
against poison - Informed stakeholders are our best allies who can

play an active role in the fight against poison!
Distribution of materials and provision of services that help them in their

everyday working life (electric fences, binoculars, antipoison first aid kits,
vet care for sheepdogs)
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Awareness actions - Prevention & deterrence P

Creation of networks of local stakeholders (land users and public bodies)
against poison - Informed stakeholders are our best allies who can

play an active role in the fight against poison!

Distribution of tools among relevant authorities to help them manage
poisoning events (antipoison kits, necropsy kits, freezers, GPS)
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Capacity building actions - Knowledge, ¢
prevention & deterrence, prosecution

Informative & training seminars on poison bait management for law
enforcement officers
Essential to have staff members of the Forestry Services, Police and

Game Guards properly trained in the issue and management of wildlife
poisoning.




Advocacy & policy actions - Knowledge,
prevention & deterrence, prosecution

PbKOBOACTBO

33 pascnensaHe Ha Cny4au Ha 0TPaBAHe 8 AUBATa Npupoas U
NpuUNaraxe Ha onepaTuBed NPOToKoN 33 belUpﬂHE Ha [0Ka3aTencrea

ELArapcko ApyMecTso 38 2alliiTa Ha NTULUTE 37
Mpupogosawutha nopeauua Ha 63N, KHUMA
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OAHTOZ TTEAlOY
yia m Alaxeipion
Mepiotatikov
Anhntnpiaong otnv
YnaiBpo

www.fifeneophron.eu
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Da3CAENBaKE Ha MECTONPECTLAASHIETO W NPABIHOTO CHEMaHE HA 0KasaTenciea W
PLHOB0ACTEOTD © NpedHazHaYeHO 33 ynoTpeba chGNpaHe Ka NPOGHTE.

0T paacneasaluTe opraku & Penybusa Benrapus.
Ofcnensate Ha MECTONPECTbNNEHHETD
W CHEMEHE Ha /10Ka3aTencisa

3. 0rpadituasaqe 4a NaprMeT>Pa Ha MBCTONDECTEANSHISTO

f. Beonuanio 0BCNENBaHE 43 MECTONDSCTBANEHMETO — KOO MOMOLLKA RIS & HauspTaxa
HaND8YHO Ha BNEMBHT WAN TEDEH, 33 73 OB NOKXAT D3NN BE BUCOYIHNTE, KONTO Ca
HEODXOZMMM NDK BOEKH THN NDOYYBEHS.

0. Knouose Ha CoOpaHiTe JOKE3aTaNcTSa

unKcTpauun HOMeEp onucaxue

1 Qmeyarx or 06yeKa

s Matepian OF SHSH ¥MBOTHN

3 Buonoriyed Marepuan

4 Opuxite/npaguet
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Capacity building actions - Knowledge & prosecution P
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Informative & training seminars on carrying out a necropsy in cases
of poisoning for vets
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Capacity building actions - Knowledge,
prevention & deterrence, prosecution

Meetings
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Awareness actions - Prevention & deterrence P

Environmental activities at schools and local communities

Active involvement of kids in the fight against poison. The message “travels
back” to the parents
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Awareness actions - Prevention & deterrence P

KATERA 2000
IFE16 NAT/BG/00874

Environmental activities at schools and local communities
Creation of an environmental education kit focusing on wildlife poisoning.




Awareness actions - Prevention & deterrence P

KATERA 2000
LIFE1S NAT/BG/00874

Environmental activities at schools and local communities
Events for kids (theatres, excursions, puppets, etc)




Awareness actions = Prevention & deterrence A

KATERA 2000
LIFE1& NAT/BG/00874

Production of printed and audiovisual material informing about the impact of
the use of poison baits

——

Media work (TV, web, SoMe) & organizations of events for local communities
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Awareness actions > Prevention & deterrence P
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Production of printed and audiovisual material informing about the impact of
the use of poison baits

Media work (TV, web, SoMe) & organizations of events for local communities
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Challenges for antipoison work in the Balkans A B e

@ Not considered as an important environmental crime - Until
recently, lack of political will and commitment, but this seems to
be changing.

@ Low level of law enforcement.

@ Significantly understaffed competent authorities with limited
resources.

@ Lack of general infrastructure & expertise: protocols, specialized
law enforcement officers, toxicological laboratories etc.



Challenges for antipoison work in the Balkans P

@ Low awareness and involvement of local communities.

® Low criminal and administrative penalties (e.g 200 euros and 4
months suspended prison sentence for shepherd using poison baits
in one case in Greece).

@ Almost zero cases reach the court.



Next steps Al

Continue with training of relevant authorities to increase law
enforcement & ensure cases reach the courts.

Changes in law to stiffen and increase criminal and administrative
penalties.

Increase public awareness and reduce tolerance to poison baits among
local communities.
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On a brighter Side... ~+ __ RSN T
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ght just yet!!
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