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It's one of the few Canarian scavenger birds and one of the most
oportunistic vultures that exist. They have a widely varied diet and eat all
sorts of things, especially dead animal carrion (goats, rabbits, pidgeons)
but also insects, human waste and excrement. That is why their role in
“keeping the countryside clean” through disease propagation and water
contamination control has always been acknowledged by the Canarian
population.

The guirre population is sedentary, as opposed to the Egyptian vultures living
in Europe who, after the breeding period, migrates thousands of kilometres to
reach the African Savannah, where they spend the winter. Egyptian vultures
use the electric cables and their support as nocturnal aggregation areas, or
communal “lodging”, where you can find large concentrations of them,
especially during the winter.

The guirre is a notable bird and has a great cultural significance. It was
considered to be a sacred bird by the native Canarian aboriginals and also a
good luck bird by European settlers. Many legends and popular sayings
related to the guirre have been transmitted across generations through oral
tradition. The most well known one is related to the myth of the Phoenix,
that says that when the bird is about to die, it flies towards the sky and
vanishesinto thinair.
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Guirre couples begin nesting during February and March, normally in small
caves, cliff crevices and ravines. They lay their eggs during March and April
and it varies between 1 and 2 eggs, with 2 eggs being more common
amount. Incubation takes place for 42 days and both the male and the
female participate. The hatchlings finish developing after 75 days, before
they start taking off for their first flights in the nest's neighbouring area.
After a short learning period, the young guirres become completely
independent by autumn.

DISTURBING HUMAN ACTIVITIES

Although the guirre population has been recovered in the Canary Islands
over the last decade, it is still considered an “endangered species” due to
the persistence of risk factors.
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