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The Canarian Egyptian vulture: 
a history of success



Island Egyptian vultures



Common and tame birds...
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Genetic identity

Méndez-Camarena et al. (unpublished)



Ecological identity: 
sendentarity and demography

Sanz-Aguilar et al. 2015. Oecologia



Islands: complex societies

Van Overveld et al 2020. Behavioural Ecology and Sociobiology.
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Islands: complex societies
Love is not forever
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Islands: complex societies
Love is not forever

28P

S/A

Divorce

0V5

28P

2016-2017

2018-2023 Divorce

2014-2015

S/A

28P

2016-2017

Roost



Other ways of territory acquisition?
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Trios



In a nutshell….

• The EV populations on islands exhibit genetic 
differentiation and were historically densely 
populated

• Long-term monitoring of the Canarian EVs reveals 
the complexity of their social life

• Traditional beliefs about monogamy, territorial 
structures, and interactions between individuals 
are proving to be significantly more intricate than 
previously thought. 

• Do EVs need to thrive in densely populated and 
socially structured societies in order to endure?
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